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John's Super-Spy Rivals , 
Muscled Him Out of Bonn 


• By Joochim Joesten 


“Beware of the devhlry of. secret 
service intrigues: don’t ever drlnVc ' 
from the . poisoned cup of emm- 
t«r-inteUlgcncc, (or thiit poison Is 
lethal ...” 

Thl8 strange warning was con- 
veyed In a letter addressed on March 
30, 1953; by the then head of West * 
Germany’s mlUtary IntcUiscnce serv- 
ice, Lt. Col. Friedrich Wilhelm 
Helm, to the then head o( the Fed- 
eral Security Ofllce. Dr. Otto John. 
Since then, both men have left odlcc, 
the former by dlsmissai; the latter 
by defection. . 

It may seem surprising that West- 
arri Germany, having .no armed 
forces of Its own as yet, should pos- 
sess a mlliUry Intelligence /^''rvice. 

Actually, Bonn has haC uonnal 

or preparatory Defense Ministry for 
about four years, an embryonic mil!-, 
tary InUHlg'ence service developed ,’ 
wllhlh the agency. Since 106.0, It has 
been headed by Lt. Col. Heins. 

John's Empire 

Also In 1950, there was established 
the Jbdcral Office for the Defense 
of the Constitution, or Federal Secu- 
rity Office. Dr. Otto John became 
Its chief. Although these two agen- 
cies were designed to serve, widely 
different enda— one. for the purposes 
of military Intelligence, the other to 
combat subversives of the extreme 
right and left— they soon became 
Involved .ln a bitter wrangle over 
.jurisdiction. The battle was Inlensl- 
tied by personal rivalries between 
;Belna and John. 

To complicate matters even fur- 
ther. there existed, long before 
either of these two German secret 
aeivlcea was set up, a bush-hush or- 
ganization known as the “Ge/tiert- 
Apparot.” AU . that originally was 
known about this hybrid outfit was 
that It had been set up by the 
Amerieans. with headquarters at 
Pullach near Munich; that It op- 
erated a far-Aung network of espio- 
nage and counter-espionage behind 
the .Iron Curtain: that It was 
heided by a former Nazi general. 
Reinhart Oehlen, ond that It was 
financed out of United States Secret 
Service funds. 

. Oen. Oehlen unquestionably is 
one of the most . intriguing “living . 
legends” of the postwar period. For 
a long time, his* personality and 
background were cloaked by such 
f Impenotrable mystery that reporters 
could not even come by the gen- 
'eral’s proper first name. So some- 
body called him “Gustav" and the 
: name stuck. 

‘ It Is still being widely used as . a 
•nickname, as tn the catch phrase 
. "Grwfffn Sie Oustav“ (“«lve my rc- 
rfards.to Gustav") which Is coming 
into fairly general. use as a synonym 
’/of "Mind , your own business." It 
was first employed as a challenge 
' to supposed secret listeners on the 
. -telephone, since It Is widely assumed 
-in Germany— rightly or wrongly— 

. that the ' Gehieh-Ai^arot has been 
.-engaged In wire-tapping, even with- 
,.ln the Federal Republic. 

•Fierce. Triongle 

V . There.; was between 

br. John : and Oen. Qchlen, any 
..more than. between- the; latter and 
.tJoi: • ^ Heins. AH three looking 
,ijfao;-the ; day ^West. Germany, would 
Ttf aln . . anverelgn ty — fought 

ifUrcely* fori'supremacy in a field 
where. .the. Marquis of Queensberry 
^jules^jmvejneyer. .been applied. , 
i ||l|The/?do^^^ , 'of :. Cdi; !Helna .’ .was 
^f''.Dr.^Mohn»i.*maklngr but with a 
tftiendly; assist ;frosi the, Oehlen or- 
..^^izatioh;\lt came about last Sep- 
'tember, alter . Dr. John had pains- 
'Uklngly compiled a voluml'^ous dos- 
'Sler, "F,; .W. Heinz" w ' ww 


brought to Chancellor Adenauer's 
aUcntlon. 

Heinz was incriminated on various 
counts: He had been aft active Nazi 
and terrorist (which he never. de- 
nied); he had been mayor of a town 
in the Soviet zone in 1945*6 (he 
used his office to spy on the Rus- 
sians. said Heinz); above all. he had 
had traitorous dealings with a mys- 
terious Dutchman, n double or trlpla 
agent named Jan Eland (blackmail, 
Heinz claimed). ^ 

Alter studying the Heinz dossier, 
Adenauer summoned his “Defense 
Minister," Tlieodore Blank, and or- 
dered him to fire his Intelllgehco. 
chief forthwith. This was done .ef- 
fective October l. 1953. 

John Under F»re 

No sooner had the Heinz case been 
seUled than there appeared , in 4 
German magazine an article ohorg- 
!lng that Dr, John himself had been 
' a frUnd of Eland’s, had paid him 
^ hu.5h money and had sent him off to 
Switzerland. Almost coincidentally 
with the publication of this article. 
Eland died In Zurich on November 3 
under mysterious clrcuinstaaees. An 
Investigation of hl$ death Is still 
pending In Switzerland. 

Again, a few months later, there 
, appeared In tli.c London Daily Ex- 
press a scries of articles written by 
, Us star reporter Sefton Dclmcr. He 
charged that the “Gestapo boys’* 
were coming back in Germany with 
a vcn'gennce. Mr’. Dclmcr specifically 
{named Oen. Ohelcn and Dr. ’Hana 
■ Globke In this connection. 

. Informed observers, watching these 
fireworks, quickly put two and two 
together: Oen. Oehlen was gunning 
for Dr. John, and the latter (who 
had worked closely with Sefton Del- 
mer In London In 1944-5) was firing 
back from both hips. 

In spite of all the (rather silly) 
attempts that- have been^made. both 
in Bonn and elsewhere, to cloak or- 
distort Dr. John’s startling act,- in* 
- formed sources in Germany have 
never for one moment been unaware 
of the real background of his de- 
sertion: John, after having elim- 
inated his weaker rival, Heinz.. was 
himself being pushed to the wait by 
his stronger rival, Oehlen. 

. Ope week before Dr. John crashed 
through the Iron Curtain extension 
that bisects Berlin. Oen. Oehlen had 
banded to .Dr. Hnus Olobke. Chan- 
cellor Adenauer’s state secretary imd 
chief of persunnel, one of those fat, 
deadly dossiers marked "Otto John.’! 
It was placed immediately on the 
Chancellor's desk for his urgent per- 
sonal attention. 

Exactly what this dossier con- 
tained Is not known yet, and per- 
haps never will be. It Is taken for 
granted, though, that Itt .dwelt 
heavily on certain alleged aspects of 
Dr. John's private life, which shocked 
Adenauer so much that he told 
Olobke: "X never want to see that 
man (pr. John) again." 

The security chief /alerted by his 
own Informants In the chancellery; 
took Adenauer at his word and de^ 

. parted for, good. \ ^ 

OLlo John was regarded as ."Brit- 
ain’s man." After hit successful 
escape from Nazi Germany, in July^ 
1D44. he hod gone to Xx)ndon by way 
of Spain, and Portugal. In the last 
months . of the wor^ . he had worked 
closely with British. InteUlgenea oA-; 
cers and had made anti-Nazi propa-. 
ganda v broadcasts r overABBC. His 
eandldkey for (;he post’-as president’ 
of the Federal Securi^ Office .-was 
t^armly : spohsored ; by the . . British 
. occupation authorities. ,. ■ . •.•.« 

ben. Oehlen, bn the other hand, 

. was and It "America’s man" After 
a brief, spell of captivity after the 


German surrender, he was set up in 
his bid business In 1946, but under 
new management. Blnce then. Uic 
Gehlcn^Apparat has mushroomed to 
extraordinary proportions. It has a 
stair of more than 1. 000 persons— 
not counting informants and agents 
in the field — ns compared to the 800 
employed by the Federal flecurlty 
Office in Cologne. 

Gehfen Rules Uneasily 

Now Gen. Gehleh la riding on top, 
but he. is far from being a happy 
maii. His organization has been 
falling to pieces In the past few 
weeks. It Is not so much a ques- 
tion of Dr. John having, betrayed 
the Identity of Gehlcn'a n gents iff 
the eastern zone (he can hardly 
have known move than a few of 
Ulcm),' Rather, there has been a 
stampede of Gehlen men w'ho think 
that Dr. John knew all about ihem 
and that ho is telling the Rus.*!ians 
all he knows. 

Nor la Uiat all. ;on December 11, 
1953. Oen^ Oehlen, In preparaUon for 
his new role as “central InteUlgence 
chief" of Western Germany, ap-; 
peared before the EDC Committee 
Of the Bundestag. . It was, of course, 
a small and select group of welt- 
screezmd members of Parliament who 
were allowed to attend this exclave 
briefing on the . organization' and 
acUvlUea- of ^the. GeWen-Apporaf. 
One bf those present was a member 
of Chancellor Adenauer’s own party 
named -Karl' Franz SchmldtiWltU 
mack. : This gentleman went over to 
the Reds ;one-.month after Dr. John 

<.;-had -'done /SO; • , 

. ,i There . la joniy ; one posslbfF^onel u- 
. Sion What the Russians, at this 
stage/don't know about the Gchlerim 
Apperat, Just Isn’t worth knowing. ., 

* ■ ‘‘ The Bonn Republic is not yet fiva: 
years., old, but it has; already^, hai^ 
/. three iv InteUlgence . services > which 
have killed each other off. leaving 
both Americans and British high and 
dl7. 
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